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Towards the end of October, an article 
appeared in the News about a Brisbane school 
that set up a demountable classroom that has 
become the first in Australia to rely entirely on 
renewables for its power. 
 
Technology start-up Hivve Technology has 
been trialling the use of rooftop solar panels 
and a Tesla Powerwall battery system at 
Bracken Ridge State High School for the past 
five months. Hivve executive director David 
Wrench said in that time, the off-grid 
classroom has been entirely energy self-
sufficient, even on cloudy days. 
 
How this has been managed is that the solar 
panels store power in the battery system, 
which can be used during cloudy or rainy 
days. It was found that the lowest the battery 
has ever got to is around 70 per cent capacity. 
 
The one classroom is expected to save the 
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If it is possible for you in the new year, I 
highly recommend going to see a superb 
film entitled, “Into the Jungle.” The film is 
about Jim, Jean and Tadji Thomas and their 
tireless efforts to protect one of the most 
endangered animals in the world, the 
Tenkile Tree Kangaroo. The film follows 
their journey into the rugged mountains of 
Papua New Guinea to overcome incredible 
odds to teach the highland people to work 
for the protection of these animals, which 
was no simple task as hunting this animal 
was part of their traditional lifestyle and 
staple diet for centuries. This incredible true 
story features Sir David Attenborough, 
Dame Jane Goodall and Professor Tim 
Flannery. 
 
The film has been produced by the Tenkile 
Conservation Alliance (TCA), an NGO 
established in PNG in 2001. It was born 
from a tree kangaroo workshop held by 
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school around $3000 a year in power 
bills, and the upfront costs also proved 
cheaper than connecting to the grid. 
 
“This classroom has no power bills 
because it’s completely off-grid,” Mr 
Wrench said. The company is also 
trialing off-grid classrooms in New South 
Wales – a project made possible with a 
$370,000 grant from the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA). 
 
The project has proved renewables can 
be “cheaper than the alternative and 
meets both objectives of low-cost power 
and having power on a sustainable 
basis.” ARENA chief executive officer 
Darren Miller said the successful trials 
would pave the way for the technology 
to be rolled out at other schools across 
the country. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP. 
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various organisations in Lae (PNG) in 
1998. A hunting moratorium for the 
Tenkile was signed in 1999 with only 13 
villages, but has grown to include a total 
of 50 villages with over 12,000 people. 
 
TCA’s strategy has been to work to 
establish a sustainable source of protein in 
each village in order to reduce the amount 
of overhunting in the area. The alternative 
sources of protein have included rabbits, 
chickens and fish, which are all kept in 
farmed conditions. 
 
TCA has also delivered water tanks to 
improve sanitation by assisting 
communities to change hygiene 
behaviours and practices. If you would 
like to make a contribution, learn more, or 
find out where and when you can see the 
film, visit ‘tenkile.com.‘ 

Ray Sanchez, CP. 
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Since our last newsletter, Peter Gardiner 
CP has continued his volunteering work in 
Sydney. Both Peter and I have become 
aware of the skills needed to be effecitive 
in this particular ministry such as studies in 
areas such as Community development or 
Social Work. So we have started a 
conversation as to whether he would be 
interested and able take on some study in 
the new year using funds from the JPIC  
committee’s budget. He has expressed 
interest so we will further this dialogue in 
the next month with a view to looking at 
what might be possible next year. 

For myself, my main focus, apart from the 
monthly blog article and quarterly 
newsletter, has been my ongoing 
involvement with ACRATH. In particular 
the preparations for the Bakhita mass 
scheduled for the 8th of February 2019. I 
have been in touch with Peter Arndt from 
the CCJP, as he asked me to do so in 
September, to begin the process of 
advertising. As a member of the Catholic 
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In his message for the second World Day of the Poor, Pope 
Francis has called for a new evangelisation that prompts 
Catholics, “to make tangible the Church’s response to the cry of 
the poor.” The World Day of the Poor is celebrated on the 18th 
of November, and was inaugurated at the end of the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy in 2016.  
 
Pope Francis said in his message, “Often I am afraid that many 
initiatives, by themselves meritorious and necessary, are 
intended more to please those who undertake them than to 
really acknowledge the cry of the poor. We are so entrapped in a 
culture which obliges us to look in the mirror and to pamper 
ourselves that we believe that a gesture of altruism is sufficient 
without compromising ourselves directly.” 
 
Pope Francis explained that poverty, “is not brought on by itself, 
but is caused by selfishness, pride, greed and injustice. Each 
individual Christian and every community is called to be an 
instrument of God for the liberation and promotion of the poor, 
and for enabling them to be fully a part of society.” 
 
His message contains a very practical suggestion for us and that 
is to share the Sunday meal with the poor. This is a strategy that 

World Day of the Poor 
 

Page 2 of 4 JPIC 

  

2

Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) he 
will include the advertising in their 
newsletter as well as distribute the 
information to the network of parish Justice 
and Peace groups he is in touch with. 
Thanks to the generosity and creativity of 
Shirley O’Leary, one of our Sunday Mass 
community members, I have received the 
$350.00 needed for the hire of the Francis 
Rush Centre for a supper to follow the mass. 
I have also been in contact again with the 
Sudanese chaplain to see how progress is 
going in terms of the music for the mass. All 
is on track and we will arrange a meeting to 
finalise this program soom. I have received 
the Cathedral and the Archbishop’s approval 
and have met with the Archbishop to discuss 
things. I suspect the preparations will get a 
lot more intense in January as the date 
approaches. One development to come from 
all this is that I have been offered a position 
with the CCJP, though I doubt I can take it 
on given my other commitments. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP        
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Sacred Heart Parish, Mildura, have practiced for 6 
years. Having conducted a number of parish missions 
there, I was impressed by the what the parish was 
doing. Two evenings a week (Monday and 
Wednesday) some 20-30 homeless people come and 
sit down to a proper meal. The idea came from Paula 
Cox, one of the high school staff who was 
responsible for ‘mission.’ She talked to the parish 
priest, Michael Mckinnon, and they got it off the 
ground and it has operated ever since. The food is all 
donated from local restaurants or shopping centres 
or parishioners and is assisted by grants from the 
local council. There is a group of around 20 
volunteers from the parish, school or town, who 
prepare the food and serve it.  
 
Most parishes have a local SVDP or social justice 
group who could coordinate such an activity. Pope 
Francis concluded his message by saying that, “the 
cry of the poor is also a cry of hope which manifests 
the certainty of being liberated.” 

J.R.Sanchez CP 
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Trees play a critical role in counteracting 
climate change by pulling greenhouse gas 
emissions from the atmosphere. The United 
Nations’ Global Goals calls on countries to 
develop holistic environmental management 
plans, and New Zealand is taking up the 
challenge. 
 
The NZ government wants to plant 1 billion 
trees to fight Climate Change and has 
allocated an additional $240 million to the 
project bringing its total budget to $485 
million over the next 3 years. If approved, 
the program would play a key role in the 
country’s efforts to mitigate climate change. 
New Zealand is considering enacting a zero 
emissions target by 2050 and planting trees 
could be incorporated into a cap-and-trade, 
or emissions trading scheme program. 
 
“Getting their emissions trading scheme 
(ETS) right could drive the planting of 340 
million trees over the next 10 years – double 

The world's last male northern white rhino has died 
leaving only two female members of the subspecies 
alive in the world. 

Ol Pejeta Conservancy in Kenya said in a statement the 
45-year-old rhino, named ‘Sudan,’ was euthanased on 
Monday after his condition "worsened significantly" and he 
was no longer able to stand. His muscles and bones had 
degenerated and his skin had extensive wounds. 

"He was a great ambassador for his species and will be 
remembered for the work he did to raise awareness 
globally of the plight facing not only rhinos, but also the 
many thousands of other species facing extinction as a 
result of unsustainable human activity," the conservancy's 
CEO, Richard Vigne, said. 

The rhino had been part of an ambitious effort to save the 
subspecies from extinction with the help of the two 
surviving females. A copy of his genetic material was 
taken on the day of his death in the hope that future 
technology could potentially revive the species seemingly 
doomed for extinction. 

The only hope for the preservation of this subspecies now 
lies in developing in vitro fertilisation (IVF) techniques 
using eggs from the two remaining females, stored  
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the amount that would be planted if the ETS 
was left in its current state,” said Shane 
Jones, the minister for Forestry. “This is one 
of the most important levers the government 
has to incentivise the planting of trees to help 
reach our Billion Tree programme’s goal.” 
 
Critics of the plan accuse the government of 
being disingenuous about where the funds are 
coming from and have stalled its 
implementation. But the initiative enjoys broad 
support and the government is considering 
public-private partnerships that would provide 
grants to landowners to plant trees on their 
properties. 
 
New Zealand is not the only country doing 
this, though. In Pakistan, Imran Khan 
announced a plan to plant 10 billion trees and 
India has backed similarly ambitious projects. 
How about you reading this? Could you plant 
a tree on your property?  

J.R.Sanchez CP . 
 

 

Requium for a Subspecies 
northern white rhino semen from males and 
surrogate southern white rhino females." 

Sudan's death "is a cruel symbol of human 
disregard for nature and it saddened everyone who 
knew him," said Jan Stejskal, director of 
international projects at Dvur Kralove Zoo in the 
Czech Republic. 

Northern white rhinos once roamed parts of Chad, 
Sudan, Uganda, Congo and Central African 
Republic, and were particularly vulnerable because 
of the armed conflicts that have swept the region 
over decades. Other rhinos, the southern white 
rhino and another species, the black rhino, are 
under heavy pressure from poachers who kill them 
for their horns to supply illegal markets in parts of 
Asia. 

Roughly 20,000 southern white rhinos remain in 
Africa. Their numbers dipped below 100 about a 
century ago, but an intense effort initiated by South 
African conservationist Ian Player in the mid-20th 
century turned things around. 

From the ABC 
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A brave rural community in Victoria of 370 
people is waging a David vs. Goliath battle 
with Asahi-Schweppes to protect its water. 
The global beverage giant wants to bottle 
the water supply of the town of Stanley, a 
resource the residents depend on for their 
livelihoods. 
 
The community has been using this water 
to grow fruit and nuts for over a century. 
This fight has brought Stanley to the brink 
of financial ruin. They are saddled with a 
$90,000 debt after daring to take the 
company to court. 
 
Water is becoming scarcer and more 
precious by the minute. Water should be 
protected for communities to use, to drink, 
and to grow their food. Yet all around the 
world, corporations like Nestlé and Asahi-
Schweppes are getting away with pumping 
and bottling up pristine water to be sold 
for profit. There is almost nothing a lot of 

1

The Morrison Government finally has given 
assurances that it will move most of the 
remaining children from Nauru by the end of 
the year. This change came after doctors, 
nurses, judges, Wentworth voters and 
Coalition backbenchers responded publically 
to the evidence of acute mental health issues 
among the children on the island. 

The policy of preventing the children of 
people seeking asylum from coming to 
Australia is increasingly seen by ordinary 
Australians as cruel, and is becoming a 
potential electoral liability instead of an 
asset.  

But it raises broader questions about our 
refugee policy such as: Why are adults left to 
languish on Manus Island and in Australian 
detention centres? Why is the government so 
strongly resistant to tranferring children to 
Australia that are so clearly at risk? 

It is a sad enditement how our government 
can look on unmoved at children in despair 
when they are in a position to address the 
causes of their despair. What is it that 
enables them, and their voters, to look on 
damanged children without being troubled? 
Is it possible that they look on these children 

Nauru’s Children 
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communities affected can do to stop it. 
 
Victoria is now close to a critical state 
election, and this is when decision makers 
are most vulnerable as they stand for re-
election. The organisation ‘SumOfUs,’ is 
supporting Stanley by getting up ads to 
pressure key MPs; mobilising people in 
constituencies to write to their local 
papers, and to call and email their 
representatives; and doing a social media 
blitz. Through their campaign they have 
collected donations that have halved the 
$90,000 debt.  
 
There is more to be done, so if you would 
like to donate to this campaign go to the 
SumOfUs website and make a donation. 
This is the best chance Stanley has to stop 
Asahi-Schweppes from trampling over 
their water rights. 

J. R. Sanchez, CP 
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as members of a class – asylum-seekers, 
illegal immigrants or security threats – and not 
as human beings deserving of dignity? 

A panel in PNG, featuring about 100 people, 
including the governor of Port Moresby, 
students, teachers and professionals, declared 
Australia has a moral obligation to look after 
all refugees and asylum seekers. The 
secretary of the conference, Fr. Ambrose 
Pereira SVD, said that PNG is not able to care 
for the refugees. It is ready to help but it lacks 
the resources. Fr. Perieira said, “Australia 
needs to step up. We are hoping for an end to 
this refugee situation where all will be sent to 
Australia or to any other country. But it needs 
to be Australia’s responsibility to ensure that 
this happens.”  

Fr. Periera said that the PNG government 
must pressure Australia to resettle about 650 
men it has exiled to Manus.  

With the approach of Christmas, let’s hope 
that something of the Christmas spirit may 
invade the hearts of all Australians that they 
may better respond with compassion to those 
whose only crime has been to seek a better 
life on our shores. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP . 

David vs. Goliath 

 


